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PASTIME OF SUDAMA 

(SB 10.80-81) 


80. The Brahmana Sudama Visits Lord Krsna in Dvaraka 



text l 

srl-rdjovdca 
bhagavan ydni cdnydni 
mukundasya mahatmanah 
vlrydny ananta-vlryasya 
srotum icchdmi he prabho 

King Pariksit said: My lord, O master, I wish to hear about other valorous 
deeds performed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Mukunda, 
whose valor is unlimited. 

TEXT 2 

ko nu srutvasakrd brahmann 
u ttamahs loka-sat- kathdh 
virameta visesa-jno 
visannah kdma-marganai h 

O brahmana, how could anyone who knows the essence of life and is 
disgusted with endeavoring for sense gratification give up the 
transcendental topics of Lord Uttamahsloka after hearing them repeatedly? 

TEXT 3 

sa vag yaya tasya gurian gnilte 
karau ca tat-karma-karau manas ca 
smared vasantam sthira-jahgamesu 
smoti tat-punya-kathah sa kamah 
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Actual speech is that which describes the qualities of the Lord, real hands 
are those that work for Him, a true mind is that which always remembers 
Him dwelling within everything moving and nonmoving, and actual ears 
are those that listen to sanctifying topics about Him. 

TEXT 4 

siras tu tasyobhaya-lingam dnamet 
tad eva yat pasyati tad dhi caksuh 
angdni visitor atha taj-jananam 
padodakam yani bhajanti nityam 

An actual head is one that bows down to the Lord in His manifestations 
among the moving and nonmoving creatures, real eyes are those that see 
only the Lord, and actual limbs are those which regularly honor the water 
that has bathed the Lord's feet or those of His devotees. 

TEXT 5 
suta uvaca 

visnu-ratena samprsto 
bhagavan badarayanih 
vasudeve bhagavati 
nimagna-hrdayo 'bravit 

Suta Gosvami said: Thus questioned by King Visnurata, the powerful sage 
Badarayani replied, his heart fully absorbed in meditation on the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva. 


II. Sudama’s condition 

TEXT 6 
sn-suka uvaca 

krsnasyasit sakha kascid brahmano brahma-vittamah 
virakta indriyarthesu prasantatma jitendriyah 

Sukadeva Gosvami said: Lord Krsna had a certain brahmana friend 
[named Sudama] who was most learned in Vedic knowledge and detached 
from all sense enjoyment. Furthermore, his mind was peaceful and his 
senses subdued. 
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TEXT 7 

yadrcchayopapannena 
vartamano grhasrami 
tasya bhdryd ku-cailasya 
ksut-ksama ca tatha-vidha 

Living as a householder, he maintained himself with whatever came of its 
own accord. The wife of that poorly dressed brahmana suffered along with 
him and was emaciated from hunger. 


5 Qualities of a Brahmana 

(1) Learned in Vedic knowledge 

(2) Detached from all sense enjoyment 

(3) Mind peaceful 

(4) Senses subdued. 

(5) Maintains himself with whatever comes of its own accord. 


III. Wife approaches Sudama and speaks 


TEXT 8 

pati-vratd patirii prdha 
mlayatd vadanena sd 
daridram sldamana vai 
vepamanabhigamya ca 

The chaste wife of the poverty-stricken brahmana once approached him, 
her face dried up because of her distress. Trembling with fear, she spoke 
as follows. 

PURPORT: TEXT 8 

S Distress: No food for husband. 

S Fearful: Trembling - she knew Sudama did not want to beg for 
anything other than devotion. 
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(i) Krsna - your friend 

TEXT 9 

nanu brahman bhagavatah 
sakhd saksdc chriyah patih 
brahmanyas ca saranyas ca 
bhagavan satvatarsabhah 

[Sudama's wife said:] O brahmana, isn't it true that the husband of the 
goddess of fortune is the personal friend of your exalted self? That greatest 
of Yadavas, the Supreme Lord Krsna, is compassionate to brahmanas and 
very willing to grant them His shelter. 

PURPORT: TEXT 9 

S Why fallen soul befriend? - brahman/ brahmanya 
S Why, 1 have no devotion? - bhagavatah/ saranyas, bhagavan 
Why to me - Krsna fruits of karma? - Equal to all, impartial 
If not devotees serving give some charity. 

■S If Yadavas protected, why not Sudama, & what fault? 

(ii) Krsna will give wealth & lotus feet 

TEXT 11 

a ste 'dhuna dvaravatyam 
bhoja-vrsny-andhakesvarah 
smaratah pada-kamalam 
atmanam api yacchati 
him nv artha-kaman bhajato 
naty-abhlstdn jagad-guruh 

Lord Krsna is now the ruler of the Bhojas, Vrsnis and Andhakas and is 
staying at Dvaraka. Since He gives even His own self to anyone who 
simply remembers His lotus feet, what doubt is there that He, the spiritual 
master of the universe, will bestow upon His sincere worshiper prosperity 
and material enjoyment, which are not even very desirable? 
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PURPORT: TEXT 11 

V Krsna - ruler of Bhojas, Vrsnis & Andhakas - if opulent rulers 
merely acknowledge Sudama as a personal friend of Krsna's - they 
give everything. 

V If Sudama - Dvaraka + silent - give abundant wealth + shelter at 
His lotus feet. 


IV. Sudama’s preparation 


TEXT 12 

sa evarii bharyaya vipro 
bahusah prarthito muhuh 
ay am hi paramo labha 
u ttamahslo ka-darsanam 

When his wife thus repeatedly implored him in various ways, the 
brahmana thought to himself, "To see Lord Krsna is indeed the greatest 
achievement in life." 

❖ Anything in house as gift? - please give it to me. (TEXT 13) 

*1* 4 handfuls of flat rice from neighboring brahmanas, torn cloth. 

(TEXT 14) 

❖ Sudama for Dvaraka, "How will have Krsna's audience?" (TEXT 
15) 

❖ Sudama + local brahmanas - passed 3 guard stations + 3 gateways, 
+ Andhakas & Vrsnis - opulent palaces of Hari’s 16,000 queens - 
bliss of liberation. (TEXTS 16-17) 

❖ Silence at doorway of Rukmini’s palace. (PURPORT: TEXTS 16- 
17) 


V. Krsna receives Sudama 


❖ Krsna seated on Rukmini’s bed - stood up went forward, embraced 
- intense ecstasy, shed tears of love. (TEXTS 18-19) 
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(i) Krsna’s reception 
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(ii) Rukmirri’s reception 

TEXT 23 

ku-cailam malinam ksdmam 
dvijam dhamani-santatam 
devi paryacarat sdksdc 
cdmara-vyajanena vai 

By fanning him with her camara, the divine goddess of fortune personally 
served that poor brahmana, whose clothing was torn and dirty and who 
was so thin that veins were visible all over his body. 
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(iii) Palace residents 

TEXT 24 

antah-pura-jano drstva 
krsnenamala- kl rtina 
vismito 'bhud ati-pntyd 
avadhutam sabhajitam 

The people in the royal palace were astonished to see Krsna, the Lord of 
spotless glory, so lovingly honor this shabbily dressed brahmana. 

TEXTS 25 

kim anena krtam puny am 
avadhutena bhiksuna 
sriyd hlnena loke 'smin 
garhitenddhamena ca 

[The residents of the palace said:] What pious acts has this unkempt, 
impoverished brahmana performed? People regard him as lowly and 
contemptible, yet the spiritual master of the three worlds, the abode of 
Goddess Sri, is serving him reverently. 


VI. Krsna remembers the time spent in Gurukul together 


(i) Inquiry about the present 

❖ You know well the ways of dharma. 

♦♦♦ Offered gift of remuneration to our guru + home - marry 
compatible wife? (TEXT 28) 

❖ Your mind - not affected by material desires + no pleasure in 
material wealth. (TEXT 29) 

❖ Learned, spiritually advanced - not interested in ordinary sense 
gratification, as is the common man. (PURPORT: TEXT 29) 

(ii) Remembrance of the past 

❖ Live together in Gurukul? (TEXT 31) 
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(iii) Glories of service to Guru 

(a) Enjoy spiritual life 

♦> Learn from Guru that is to be learnt (TEXT 31) 

(b) Non different from Krsna 

❖ 3 Gurus (TEXT 32) 

o Birth 

o Religious ceremony 

o Transcendental knowledge - ultimate - as good as Self 

(c) Cross Ocean 

TEXT 33 

nanv artha-kovidd brahman 
varnasrama-vatam iha 
ye may a guruna vdcd 
taranty ahjo bhavarnavam 

Certainly, O brahmana, of all the followers of the varnasrama system, 
those who take advantage of the words I speak in My form as the spiritual 
master and thus easily cross over the ocean of material existence best 
understand their own true welfare. 

(cl) Only way to satisfy Krsna 

TEXT 34 

naham ijyd-prajdtibhyam 
tapasopasamena va 
tusyeyam sarva-bhutatma 
guru-susrusaya yatha 

1, the Soul of all beings, am not as satisfied by ritual worship, brahminical 
initiation, penances or self-discipline as I am by faithful service rendered 
to one's spiritual master. 
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(iv) Examples of Faithful service 

❖ Winter - rains - firewood - unseasonal storm - rain + fierce wind 
+ thunder - sunset - forest covered by darkness - flooding - no 
distinction between high land, low land. (TEXTS 35-37) 
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TEXT 38 

vayarii bhrsam tatra mahanilambubhir 
nihanyamana mahur ambu-samplave 
diso 'vidanto 'tha parasparam vane 
grhita-hastdh paribabhrimaturah 


Constantly besieged by the powerful wind and rain, we lost our way 
amidst the flooding waters. We simply held each other's hands and, in 
great distress, wandered aimlessly about the forest. 


❖ One must have VISION, MISSION & TRANSMISSION. 

❖ Spiritual master, after sunrise - search + found in distress (TEXT 
39) 

TEXT 40 

oho he putrakd yuyam 
asmad-arthe 'ti-duhkhitah 
atma vai praninam presthas 
torn anadrtya mat-parah 


[Sandipani said:] O my children, you have suffered so much for my sake! 
The body is most dear to every living creature, but you are so dedicated to 
me that you completely disregarded your own comfort. 


TEXT 41 

etad eva hi sac-chisyaih 
kartavyam guru-niskrtam 
yad vai visuddha-bhavena 
sarvdrthdtmdrpanam gurau 

This indeed is the duty of all true disciples: to repay the debt to their 
spiritual master by offering him, with pure hearts, their wealth and even 
their very lives. 

PURPORT: TEXT 41 

V I (body) & Mine (fortune) - offer - eternal servant - Spiritual 
master doesn’t exploit disciple but engages fully in Krsna 
consciousness. 
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TEXT 42 

tusto 'ham bho dvija-sresthah 
satyah santu manorathah 
chandamsy ayata-yamani 
bhavantv iha paratra ca 

You boys are first-class brahmanas, and I am satisfied with you. May all 
your desires be fulfilled, and may the Vedic mantras you have learned 
never lose their meaning for you, in this world or the next. 


Blessings of Spiritual master gives: 

(1) Satisfaction 

(2) Vedic mantras never loose meaning 

(3) All desires fulfilled. 



PURPORT: TEXT 42 

•S If one is not fixed in Krsna consciousness, the transcendental 
knowledge that once inspired him on the spiritual path will lose 
its "taste," or meaning, for him. 

(v) Krsna concludes 

TEXT 43 

ittham-vidhany anekdni 
vasatam guru-vesmani 
guror anugrahenaiva 
puman purnah prasantaye 

[Lord Krsna continued:] We had many similar experiences while living in 
our spiritual master's home. Simply by the grace of the spiritual master a 
person can fulfill life's purpose and attain eternal peace. 

Source of Tests : All difficulties are created by the Lord. 
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VII. Sudama speaks, defends 


TEXT 44 

sri-brahmana uvaca 
kirn asmdbhir anirvrttam 
deva-deva jagad-guro 
bhavatd satya-kdmena 
yesdrii vdso guror abhut 

The brahmana said: What could I possibly have failed to achieve, O Lord 
of lords, O universal teacher, since I was able to personally live with You, 
whose every desire is fulfilled, at the home of our spiritual master? 

PURPORT: TEXT 44 

V Price to pay: Compared to bliss of staying with you, worth 
tolerating any difficulty. 

V Whay about storm - Your desire - satya-kdmena 

V Sudama understands his fortune of living with Sri Krsna 

V External difficulties - Expression of Lord's mercy 

♦♦♦ Krsna 
o Lord 

o Spiritual master of all 

o To teach the importance of service to spiritual master. 
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81. The Lord Blesses Sudama Brahmana 


VIII. Lord speaks, asks for rice 


heart of all beings - laughed & spoke to Sudama (TEXTS 

TEXT 2 
sn-suka uvaca 

brahmanyo brahmanam krsno 
bhagavan prahasan priyam 
premna nirlksanenaiva 
preksan khalu satarii gatih 

[Sukadeva Gosvami said:] Lord Hari, Krsna, especially devoted to the 
brahmanas, the goal of all saintly persons, conversed in this way with the 
best of the twice-born, He laughed and spoke the following words to that 
dear friend of His, the brahmana Sudama, all the while smiling and 
looking upon him with affection. 

PURPORT: TEXTS 1-2 

V Knows mind - smiled 
S Laughter - gift hidden. 

V Loving glance - veins & ragged clothes only till tomorrow. 

■S As indulgent patron of the brahmana class, He especially enjoys 
favouring brahmanas who are additionally qualifications by 
unconditional devotee to Him. 

(i) Small gifts offered by devotees > great offerings of non-devotees 

❖ patram puspam phalam toy am. . . (TEXT 4) 

PURPORT: TEXT 4 

•S Asnami - eats even flower - bewildered by ecstatic love. 

V Refuse offering of some other deity? - Yes! I will refuse. 

■S Prayatatmanah - one in pure consciousness. 


Krsna - 
1 - 2 ) 
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(ii) Sudama kept his head bowed in shame/ embarrassed to offer. 

PURPORT: TEXT 5 

•S "How can the Lord of Sri eat this hard, stale rice?" “Even if You 
request it from me repeatedly, I will not give this to You.” 

(iii) 

TEXT 6 

sarva-bhutatma-drk sdksdt 
tasydgamana- karanam 
vijhdydcintayan ndyarii 
srl-kdmo mabhajat purd 

Being the direct witness in the hearts of all living beings, Lord Krsna fully 
understood why Sudama had come to see Him. Thus He thought, "In the 
past My friend has never worshiped Me out of a desire for material 
opulence." 

PURPORT: TEXT 6 

•S "How, despite My omniscience, my devotee fallen in poverty?" 

Then, related these words. 

■S Objection: an any as cintayanto math 
•f 2 kinds of renounced devotees 

■ Inimical to sense gratification - Jada Bharata 

■ Indifferent to it - neither repelled nor attracted - Prahlada 
Maharaja. 

■S Sudama Brahmana - inimical - averse category. 

Why Sudama went? - 2 reasons: 

■ Out of compassion for his faithful wife 

■ Hankered to see Krsna 

(iv) Lord snatched Sudama's garment - grains of flat rice tied up in an old 
piece of cloth, "What is this?” 

TEXT 9 

nanv etad upanltam me parama-pfmanam sakhe 
tarpayanty ahga mam visvam ete prthuka-tandulah 
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"My friend, have You brought this for Me? It gives Me extreme pleasure. 
Indeed, these few grains of flat rice will satisfy not only Me but also the 
entire universe." 

PURPORT: TEXT 9 

■S Water tree - extreme pleasure. 

■S If one satisfies Krsna, he satisfies the whole creation. 

(v) Lord ate one palmful & was about to eat second when Rukmini took 
hold of His hand. 

TEXT 10 

iti mustim sakrj jagdhva 
dvitiyam jagdhum adade 
tavac chrlr jagrhe hastam 
tat-para paramesthinah 

After saying this, the Supreme Lord ate one palmful and was about to eat a 
second when the devoted goddess Rukmini took hold of His hand. 

PURPORT: TEXT 10 

Sridhara Svami - 

■ "This much of Your grace is sufficient to assure vast riches - 
play of my glance. 

■ Please do not force me to surrender to this brahmana, as will 
happen if You eat one more handful." 

•S Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti - 

■ To Lord: “If You eat all of this wonderful treat Your friend 
brought from his house, what will I have left for my friends, co- 
wives, servants and myself? 

■ To maidservant: "hard rice will upset my Lord's tender 
stomach." 

•S Srila Prabhupada - 

■ "When food is offered to Lord Krsna with love and devotion 
and He is pleased and accepts it. 
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■ Goddess of fortune, so greatly obliged to the devotee that she 
has to personally go to the devotee's home. 

■ Feeds Narayana sumptuously, Laksmi, automatically becomes a 
guest in house, which means one's home becomes opulent." 


IX. Rukmini says 


TEXT 11 

etavatalam visvatman 
sarva-sampat-samrddhaye 
asmin loke 'tha vdmusmin 
pumsas tvat-tosa-kdranam 

[Queen Rukmini said:] This is more than enough, O Soul of the universe, 
to secure him an abundance of all kinds of wealth in this world and the 
next. After all, one's prosperity depends simply on Your satisfaction. 


X. Sudama spends night in Dvaraka 


❖ Eating & drinking to his full satisfaction +gone to spiritual world. 
(TEXT 12) 


TEXT 13 

svo-bhute visva-bhavena 
sva-sukhenabhivanditah 
jagama svalayam tdta 
pathy anavrajya nanditah 

The next day, Sudama set off for home while being honored by Lord 
Krsna, the self-satisfied maintainer of the universe. The brahmana felt 
greatly delighted, my dear King, as he walked along the road. 

PURPORT: TEXT 13 

S Sva-sukha: Complete in own bliss. 

K Lord has an unlimited capacity for bestowing gifts. 
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❖ Sudama (TEXT 14) 

o No wealth from Lord Krsna 
o Too shy to beg 

o Satisfied to have had the Supreme Lord's audience. 


Test of a devotee: 

Desires don’t change with situation: before/ after 


XI. Sudama’s thoughts 


TEXT 15 

aho brahmanya-devasya 
drsta brahmanyata maya 
yad daridratamo laksnum 
dslisto bibhratorasi 

[Sudama thought:] Lord Krsna is known to be devoted to the brahmanas, 
and now I have personally seen this devotion. Indeed, He who carries the 
goddess of fortune on His chest has embraced the poorest beggar. 

(i) Brahmanya-devasya: Krsna devoted to brahmanas, & now I have 
personally seen this devotion. 

(ii) Embraced: Carries Sri on chest, embraced poor beggar. (TEXT 15) 

(iii) Bhagavan 

TEXT 16 

kvaham daridrah pdplyan 
kva krsnah srl-niketanah 
brahma-bandhur iti smaham 
bahubhyam parirambhitah 

Who am 1? A sinful, poor friend of a brahmana. And who is Krsna? The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, full in six opulences. Nonetheless, He 
has embraced me with His two arms. 
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(iv) Treated as family member: Brother - sit on bed of consort. Fatigued - 
queen personally fanned me with a yak- tail camara. (TEXT 17) 

(v) Worship 


TEXT 18 

susrusaya paramaya 
pada-samvahanadibhih 
pujito deva-devena 
vipra-devena deva-vat 

Although He is the Lord of all demigods and the object of worship for all 
brahmanas , He worshiped me as if I were a demigod myself, massaging my 
feet and rendering other humble services . 

❖ Lord of all demigods 

❖ Object of worship for brahmanas 

❖ He worshipped me 

o Massaging feet 

o Rendering other humble services 


XII. Bhakti - Root cause of perfections 


TEXT 19 

svargapavargayoh pumsam 
rasayam bhuvi sampadam 
sarvasam api siddhinam 
mulam tac-caranarcanam 

Devotional service to His lotus feet is the root cause of all the perfections a 
person can find in heaven, in liberation, in the subterranean regions and 
on earth. 
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XIII. Why Lord did not grant me wealth 


♦♦♦ "If this poor wretch suddenly becomes rich, forget Me in his 
intoxicating happiness. (TEXT 20) 

❖ Externally - palace; internally - bliss. 


XIV. Sudama's Palace 


*t* Towering, celestial palaces - rivaling brilliance of sun, fire & moon. 

❖ Splendorous courtyards & gardens - flocks of cooing birds + ponds 
in which kumuda, ambhoja, kahlara and utpala lotuses 

❖ Finely attired men + doe-eyed women stood in attendance. 

❖ "What is all this? Whose palace? How has this all come about?" 
(TEXTS 21-23) 

❖ Beautiful men & maidservants, as effulgent as demigods, forward to 
greet master with loud song + instrumental music. (TEXT 24) 

❖ Wife rushed out in a jubilant flurry. (TEXT 25) 

❖ Wife - saw Sudama - eyes: tears of love + eagerness. Eyes closed - 
bowed down, embraced him in heart. (TEXT 26) 

❖ Wife - maidservants + jeweled lockets + effulgent as a demigoddess 
in her celestial airplane. (TEXT 27) 

❖ With pleasure took his wife + entered house + gem-studded pillars 
(TEXT 28) 

❖ OPULENCE DESCRIBED (TEXTS 29-32) 

o Beds - soft + white as milk foam 
o Bedsteads - ivory + gold 
o Couches - golden legs 
o Camara - royal 
o Thrones - golden 
o Cushions - soft 

o Canopies - gleaming + strings of pearls 

o Walls of sparkling crystal glass, emeralds, shone jeweled lamps 
o Women - precious gems. 

❖ As Sudama viewed luxurious opulence, calmly reasoned 
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XV. Sudama's Contemplation 


TEXT 34 

nanv abruvano disate samaksam 
yacisnave bhury api bhuri-bhojah 
parjanya-vat tat svayam iksamano 
dasarhakanam rsabhah sakha me 

After all, my friend Krsna, the most exalted of the Dasarhas and the 
enjoyer of unlimited wealth, noticed that I secretly intended to beg from 
Him. Thus even though He said nothing about it when I stood before Him, 
He actually bestowed upon me the most abundant riches. In this way He 
acted just like a merciful rain cloud. 

TEXT 35 

kincit karoty urv api yat sva-dattam 
suhrt-krtam phalgv api bhuri-karl 
mayopanxtam prthukaika-mustim 
pratyagrahit priti-yuto mahatma 

The Lord considers even His greatest benedictions to be insignificant, 
while He magnifies even a small service rendered to Him by His well- 
wishing devotee. Thus with pleasure the Supreme Soul accepted a single 
palmful of the flat rice I brought Him. 

TEXT 36 

tasyaiva me sauhrda-sakhya-maitri- 
dasyam punar janmani janmani syat 
mahanubhavena gunalayena 
visajjatas tat-purusa-prasarigah 

The Lord is the supremely compassionate reservoir of all transcendental 
qualities. Life after life may I serve Him with love, friendship and 
sympathy, and may I cultivate such firm attachment for Him by the 
precious association of His devotees. 
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TEXT 37 

bhaktdya citrd bhagavan hi sampado 
rdjyam vibhutir na samarthayaty ajah 
adirgha-bodhaya vicaksanah svayam 
pasyan nipatam dhaninam madodbhavam 

To a devotee who lacks spiritual insight, the Supreme Lord will not grant 
the wonderful opulences of this world-kingly power and material assets. 
Indeed, in His infinite wisdom the unborn Lord well knows how the 
intoxication of pride can cause the downfall of the wealthy. 


TEXT 38 

ittham vyavasito buddhya 
bhakto 'tivajanardane 
visayanjayaya tyaksyan 
bubhuje nati-lampatah 

[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] Thus firmly fixing his determination by 
means of his spiritual intelligence, Sudama remained absolutely devoted to 
Lord Krsna, the shelter of all living beings. Free from avarice, he enjoyed, 
together with his wife, the sense pleasures that had been bestowed upon 
him, always with the idea of eventually renouncing all sense gratification. 


TEXT 39 

tasya vai deva-devasya 
barer yajna-pateh prabhoh 
brdhmanah prabhavo daivam 
na tebhyo vidyate param 

Lord Hari is the God of all gods, the master of all sacrifices, and the 
supreme ruler. But He accepts the saintly brahmanas as His masters, and 
so there exists no deity higher than them. 
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TEXT 40 

evam sa vipro bhagavat-suhrt tada 
drstva sva-bhrtyair ajitam parajitam 
tad-dhyana-vegodgrathitatma-bandhanas 
tad-dhama lebhe 'ciratah satam gatim 

Thus seeing how the unconquerable Supreme Lord is nonetheless 
conquered by His own servants, the Lord's dear brahmana friend felt the 
remaining knots of material attachment within his heart being cut by the 
force of his constant meditation on the Lord. In a short time he attained 
Lord Krsna's supreme abode, the destination of great saints. 

TEXT 41 

etad brahmanya-devasya 
srutv a brahmanyatdm narah 
labdha-bhavo bhagavati 
karma-bandhad vimucyate 

The Lord always shows brahmanas special favor. Anyone who hears this 
account of the Supreme Lord's kindness to brahmanas will come to 
develop love for the Lord and thus become freed from the bondage of 
material work. 


* 


* 


* 
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10 LESSONS FROM SUDAMA PASTIME 

(SB 10.80) 



Importance of Ashrama Shelter 


❖ Krsna's inquiry from Sudama. 



Grihasta means detached life centered around Krsna 


TEXT 10.80.29 
prdyo grhesu te cittam 
akama-vihitam tathd 
naivdti-priyase vidvan 
dhanesu viditam hi me 


Even though you are mostly involved in household affairs, your mind is 
not affected by material desires. Nor, O learned one, do you take much 
pleasure in the pursuit of material wealth. This I am well aware of. 


Training is foundation for any ashrama. J 

*i* FROM WHOM? - One should be trained under the shelter of a 
bonafide spiritual master. 

o 3 types of Gurus: Birth, religious ceremony, transcendental 
knowledge. 

4. WHY SHOULD ONE BE TRAINED? 




One should be trained for 

(a) Liberation, and 

(b) Krsna's pleasure 
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TEXT 10.80.33 
nanv artha-kovida brahman 
varnasrama-vatam ilia 
ye may a guruna vacd 
taranty ahjo bhavarnavam 

Certainly, O brahmana, of all the followers of the varnasrama system, 
those who take advantage of the words I speak in My form as the spiritual 
master and thus easily cross over the ocean of material existence best 
understand their own true welfare. 

5. HOW SHOULD ONE SERVE GURU? 



One should serve Guru (a) Faithfully & (b) Lovingly. 


TEXT 34 

naham ijyd-prajatibhydm 
tapasopasamena va 
tusyeyam sarva-bhutatma 
guru-susrusaya yatha 

1, the Soul of all beings, am not as satisfied by ritual worship, 
brahminical initiation, penances or self-discipline as I am by faithful 
service rendered to one's spiritual master. 


Krsna sets an example: Service should neither be 
sentimental not impersonal. 


TEXT 10.80.38 

vayam bhrsam tatra mahanilambubhir 
nihanyamana mahur ambu-samplave 
diso 'vidanto 'tha parasparam vane 
grhlta-hastdh paribabhrimaturah 
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Constantly besieged by the powerful wind and rain, we lost our way 
amidst the flooding waters. We simply held each other's hands and, in 
great distress, wandered aimlessly about the forest. 

(i) Symptoms of Kanishta & Madhyama Sanga: 


Kanishta 

Madhyama 

Conflict 

Worship 

Competition 

Destruction 

Pretension 

Creation 

Loneliness 

Purification 

Changelessness 

Enlivenment 

Fault Finding 

Fixation 

Institutionalization of competition 

Satisfaction 


Attraction 


Compassion 


Expansion 


7. WHAT IS THE GOAL OF GURU SEVA? 



Goal of Guru seva is Guru’s Pleasure 


(i) Dedication 

TEXT 10.80.40 
oho he putrakd yuyam 
asmad-arthe 'ti-duhkhitah 
dtmd vai praninam presthas 
tam anadrtya mat-par ah 

[Sandlpani said:] O my children, you have suffered so much for my sake! 
The body is most dear to every living creature, but you are so dedicated to 
me that you completely disregarded your own comfort. 
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(ii) Selfless Surrender 

TEXT 10.80.41 
etad eva hi sac-chisyaih 
kartavyam guru-niskrtam 
yad vai visuddha-bhavena 
sarvarthatmarpariam gurau 

This indeed is the duty of all true disciples: to repay the debt to their 
spiritual master by offering him, with pure hearts, their wealth and even 
their very lives. 


8. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF VAISNAVA SEVA? 


Benefits ofVaisnava seva 

(i) Satisfaction 

(ii) Stability 

(iii) Success 

(iv) Santi - Supreme Peace. 


(i) Satisfaction of desires & (ii) Stability of Spiritual Knowledge 


TEXT 10.80.42 
tusto 'ham bho dvija-sresthah 
satyah santu manorathah 
chandamsy ayata-yamani 
bhavantv iha paratra ca 

You boys are first-class brahmanas, and I am satisfied with you. May all 
your desires be fulfilled, and may the Vedic mantras you have learned 
never lose their meaning for you, in this world or the next. 
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(iii) Success & (iv) Santi - Supreme Peace 

TEXT 10.80.43 
ittham-vidhany anekdni 
vasatam guru-vesmani 
guror anugrahenaiva 
puman purnah prasantaye 

[Lord Krsna continued:] We had many similar experiences while living in 
our spiritual master's home. Simply by the grace of the spiritual master a 
person can fulfill life's purpose and attain eternal peace. 

9 & 10. CONCLUSION 



Association of Devotees is the highest benediction. Service 
in that association is the ultimate fulfillment of desires. 



A HUMBLE SERVANT can become a GOOD LEADER 


TEXT 10.80.44 
sri-brahmana uvaca 
kim asmdbhir anirvrttam 
deva-deva jagad-guro 
bhavatd satya-kdmena 
yesdrii vdso guror abhut 

The brahmana said: What could I possibly have failed to achieve, O 
Lord of lords, O universal teacher, since I was able to personally live 
with You, whose every desire is fulfilled, at the home of our spiritual 
master? 

k k k 
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QUALITIES OF KRSNA 

(SB 10.81) 


XVI. Krsna is All Knowing 


♦♦♦ Knows 

❖ Refer Section VIII, Page 17. 

TEXT 10.81.2 
sn-suka uvdca 

brahmanyo brahmanam krsno 
bhagavan prahasan priyam 
premnd nirlksanenaiva 
preksan khalu satam gatih 

[Sukadeva Gosvami said:] Lord Hari, Krsna, especially devoted to the 
brahmanas, the goal of all saintly persons, conversed in this way with the 
best of the twice-born, He laughed and spoke the following words to that 
dear friend of His, the brahmana Sudama, all the while smiling and 
looking upon him with affection. 


XVII. Krsna Reciprocates with His Cherished Servants 


❖ Favors, Understands. 


XVIII. Krsna Accepts the Love of Devotees 


♦♦♦ Unconditionally Accepts, Overlooks. 

♦♦♦ patram puspam phalam toyam . . . (SB 10.81.4) 
❖ Refer Section VIII, Page 17-18. 

♦♦♦ Sudama’s head bowed down in shame. 
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XIX. Krsna Showers Unlimited Mercy on His Devotees 


♦♦♦ Plans 

❖ prapto mam asya dasyami sampado 'martya-durlabhah. - 1 will give 
him riches that even the immortal demigods cannot obtain. (TEXT: 
SB 10.81.7) 

❖ ananyas cintayanto mam (BG 9.22) - How poverty stricken if takes 
CARE? (PURPORT: SB 10.81.6-7) 

❖ 2 types of renounced devotees (PURPORT: SB 10.81.6) 

■ Inimical -Jada Bharata 

■ Indifferent - Prahlada Maharaja. 

❖ Refer Section VIII, (iii), Page 18. 


XX. Krsna Snatches Devotees’ Loving Offering 


❖ Acts, Pleases. 

❖ Refer Section VIII, (iv), Page 19. 


XXI. Two Results of Satisfying Krsna 


❖ Satisfies self 

(i) Satisfies the Universe 

❖ Universal Peace 

❖ Refer Section VIII, (iv), Page 19. 

TEXT 10.81. 9 
nanv etad upanltam me 
parama-prinanam sakhe 
tarpayanty ahga mam visvam 
ete prthuka-tandulah 

"My friend, have You brought this for Me? It gives Me extreme pleasure. 
Indeed, these few grains of flat rice will satisfy not only Me but also the 
entire universe." 
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(ii) Satisfies Goddess of Fortune 
♦♦♦ Prosperity. 

❖ Refer Section VIII, (v), Page 19-20 and Section IX, Page 20. 

TEXT 10.81.10 
iti mustim sakrj jagdhva 
dvitiyam jagdhum adade 
tavac chrlr jagrhe hastam 
tat-para paramesthinah 

After saying this, the Supreme Lord ate one palmful and was about to eat a 
second when the devoted goddess RukminT took hold of His hand. 

TEXT 10.81.11 
etavatalam visvatman 
sarva-sampat-samrddhaye 
asmin loke 'tha vdmusmin 
pumsas tvat-tosa-kdranam 

[Queen Rukminl said:] This is more than enough, O Soul of the universe, 
to secure him an abundance of all kinds of wealth in this world and the 
next. After all, one's prosperity depends simply on Your satisfaction. 


XXII. How does Krsna Satisfy a Devotee? 


❖ Perfect Leader 

♦♦♦ Externally - Necessities 
♦♦♦ Internally - Bliss 

❖ Refer Section X. 


TEXT 10.81.13: Expertise 
svo-bhute visva-bhavena 
sva-sukhenabhivanditah 
jagdma svdlayam tdta 
pathy anavrajya nanditah 
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The next day, Sudama set off for home while being honored by Lord 
Krsna, the self-satisfied maintainer of the universe. The brahmana felt 
greatly delighted, my dear King, as he walked along the road. 


XXIII. Trustworthy 


(i) Integrity 

❖ He practices what He preaches. Walks His talk. 

TEXT 10.81.15 
aho brahmanya-devasya 
drsta brahmanyata maya 
yad daridratamo laksmim 
dslisto bibhratorasi 

[Sudama thought:] Lord Krsna is known to be devoted to the brahmanas, 
and now I have personally seen this devotion. Indeed, He who carries the 
goddess of fortune on His chest has embraced the poorest beggar. 

TEXT 10.81.16 
kvdham daridrah pdplyan 
kva krsnah sn-niketanah 
brahma-bandhur iti smaham 
bahubhyam parirambhitah 

Who am I? A sinful, poor friend of a brahmana. And who is Krsna? The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, full in six opulences. Nonetheless, He 
has embraced me with His two arms. 


(ii) Intimacy 


TEXT 10.81.17 
nivdsitah priya-juste 
paryanke bhrdtaro yathd 
mahisyd vljitah sranto 
bdla-vyajana- has taya 
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He treated me just like one of His brothers, making me sit on the bed of 
His beloved consort. And because I was fatigued, His queen personally 
fanned me with a yak-tail camara. 

❖ Affection, Humility & Respect. 

TEXT 10.81.18 
susrusaya paramayd 
pada-samvahanadibhih 
pujito deva-devena 
vipra-devena deva-vat 

Although He is the Lord of all demigods and the object of worship for all 
brahmanas, He worshiped me as if I were a demigod myself, massaging my 
feet and rendering other humble services. 

(iii) Compassion 

♦♦♦ iti karuniko nunam dhanam me 'bhuri nadadat - The compassionate 
Lord did not grant me even a little wealth. (TEXT 10.81.20) 
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1. How does Krsna take care of Devotee? 

Knows Favors Overlooks Plans Acts 

2. How does the world benefit by satisfaction of Krsna? 

PEACE PROSPERITY 

3. How does a devotee attracted to Krsna? 



* * * 
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SUDAmA’S prayers 

(SB 10.81) 


1. DISTRIBUTES 

TEXT 10.81.34 

nanv abruvano disate samaksam 
ydcisnave bhury api bhuri-bhojah 
parjanya-vat tat svayam i ksamano 
dasarhakanam rsabhah sakhd me 

After all, my friend Krsna, the most exalted of the Dasarhas and the 
enjoyer of unlimited wealth, noticed that I secretly intended to beg from 
Him. Thus even though He said nothing about it when I stood before Him, 
He actually bestowed upon me the most abundant riches. In this way He 
acted just like a merciful rain cloud. 

2. MAGNIFIES 

TEXT 10.81.35 

kincit karoty urv api yat sva-dattam 
suhrt-krtam phalgv api bhuri-karl 
mayopanxtam prthukaika-mustim 
pratyagrahit priti-yuto mahatma 

The Lord considers even His greatest benedictions to be insignificant, 
while He magnifies even a small service rendered to Him by His well- 
wishing devotee. Thus with pleasure the Supreme Soul accepted a single 
palmful of the flat rice I brought Him. 

(i) 6 kinds of Vision 

1. Bad only 4. Good & Bad - Good 

2. Good & Bad: only bad 5. Only Good 

3. Little Bad - magnify 6. Little Good - Magnify 
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3. ATTRACTS 

TEXT 10.81.36 

tasyaiva me sauhrda-sakhya-maitrl- 
dasyam punar janmani janmani sydt 
mahanubhdvena gurialayena 
visajjatas tat-purusa-prasangah 

The Lord is the supremely compassionate reservoir of all transcendental 
qualities. Life after life may I serve Him with love, friendship and 
sympathy, and may I cultivate such firm attachment for Him by the 
precious association of His devotees. 


4. DISCRIMINATES 


TEXT 10.81.37 

bhaktaya citrd bhagavan hi sampado 
rajyam vibhutir na samarthayaty ajah 
adirgha-bodhaya vicaksanah svayam 
pasyan nipatam dhaninam madodbhavam 

To a devotee who lacks spiritual insight, the Supreme Lord will not grant 
the wonderful opulences of this world-kingly power and material assets. 
Indeed, in His infinite wisdom the unborn Lord well knows how the 
intoxication of pride can cause the downfall of the wealthy. 

(i) Sudama’s Attitude 

TEXT 10.81.38 
ittham vyavasilo buddhya 
bhakto 'tivajandrdane 
visaydnjdyaya tyaksyan 
bubhuje ndti-lampatah 


■ Determined 

■ Devoted 

■ Detached 
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[Sukadeva Gosvami continued:] Thus firmly fixing his determination by 
means of his spiritual intelligence, Sudama remained absolutely devoted to 
Lord Krsna, the shelter of all living beings. Free from avarice, he enjoyed, 
together with his wife, the sense pleasures that had been bestowed upon 
him, always with the idea of eventually renouncing all sense gratification. 

5. CONCLUSION 


One Can Capture Hearts Only By Becoming A Servant 


(i) Meditation 

TEXT 10.81.39 
tasya vai deva-devasya 
harer yajna-pateh prabhoh 
brahmanah prabhavo daivam 
na tebhyo vidyate param 

Lord Hari is the God of all gods, the master of all sacrifices, and the 
supreme ruler. But He accepts the saintly brahmanas as His masters, and 
so there exists no deity higher than them. 

(ii) Transformation 

TEXT 10.81.40 

evarii sa vipro bhagavat-suhrt la da 
drstva sva-bhrtyair ajitam parajitam 
tad-dhyana-vegodgrathitatma-bandhanas 
tad-dhamci lebhe 'ciratah satam gatim 

Thus seeing how the unconquerable Supreme Lord is nonetheless 
conquered by His own servants, the Lord's dear brahmana friend felt the 
remaining knots of material attachment within his heart being cut by the 
force of his constant meditation on the Lord. In a short time he attained 
Lord Krsna's supreme abode, the destination of great saints. 
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(ii) Information 

TEXT 10.81.41 
etad brahmanya-devasya 
srutvd brahmanyatdm narah 
labdha-bhavo bhagavati 
karma-bandhad vimucyate 

The Lord always shows brahmanas special favor. Anyone who hears this 
account of the Supreme Lord's kindness to brahmanas will come to 
develop love for the Lord and thus become freed from the bondage of 
material work. 


it * * 
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